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HUSKY A Coverage Could Be 
Extended To End Of Fiscal Year 

e Appropriations Committee voted 
dnesday to approve HB 6438, An 
t Concerning Restoration Of 
sky Plan, Part A Benefits For 
rents And Needy Caretaker 
latives, which would extend the 
SKY A program until July 1, 2005 

 using $7.5 million of the current 
cal year's projected surplus.  The 
islature may vote on this bill as early 
 next week. 

e Committee’s vote was an important 
t step in preserving healthcare 

verage and access for 13,000 low-
ome parents of children enrolled in 
 HUSKY program, a fact noted 

sterday by CHA Senior Vice 
esident, Health Policy, Stephen 
yne, as he presented testimony on 
 6671, An Act Concerning The 

ate Budget For The Biennium 
ding June 30, 2007, And Making 
propriations Therefor.   

HA and its members are grateful for 
 resounding support this Committee 

monstrated when it voted in favor of 
 6438,” Frayne said.  “CHA is 

mmitted to working with you on the 
visions of the budget needed to 
serve and protect our public’s 

cess to medical care.” 

yne’s testimony – as well as that 
bmitted on HB 6671 by Yale New 
ven Health System, Richard 

venik, President and CEO, Windham
mmunity Memorial Hospital, and J. 
vin Kinsella, Vice President, Hartford 
spital – advocated for continued 
pport for the more permanent exten-
n of HUSKY A coverage as part of 
 state’s biennial budget.  The 
timony also expressed the 
sociation’s opposition to reductions 
ntained in the Governor’s proposed 
budget that would jeopardize health-
care coverage and access.   
 
“Connecticut needs more, not fewer, 
insured patients,” Frayne testified.  
“The state relies on hospitals to be the 
healthcare safety net for all those 
needing care, regardless of their ability 
to pay, and hospitals rely on the state 
to be the insurer of last resort for 
Connecticut’s most vulnerable citizens.”
 
 

Federal Cuts To Medicare, 
Medicaid Still Loom 

 
While President Bush's proposed 
federal budget for fiscal year 2006 
protects Medicare from cuts, the 
American Hospital Association (AHA) 
reports that some on Capitol Hill are 
mobilizing an effort to garner support 
for Medicare reductions.   
 
Connecticut’s 30 not-for-profit acute 
care hospitals – more than half of 
which have already been adversely 
affected by recent changes to the 
Medicare wage index formula – will 
join AHA and hospital associations 
across the country in fighting further 
cuts to Medicare funding.   
 
This effort will run concurrently with 
CHA’s federal advocacy efforts to 
protect Medicaid funding, which 
President Bush has proposed cutting 
by $60 billion over 10 years.   
 
Opposition to the cuts has already 
begun in the Senate, with the 
introduction of S. 338, A Bill To 
Provide For The Establishment Of A 
Bipartisan Commission On Medicaid.
 
The bill calls for the creation of a 
Medicaid Commission to deliberate 
needed policy changes and ensure the 
long-term financial stability of the 
Medicaid program.  A similar bill may 
also be proposed in the House.   

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/HB6671-SAFPresentedTestimony_000.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/YNHHSDSSGovsBudgetApprops.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/YNHHSDSSGovsBudgetApprops.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/BrvenikTestimonyHB6671.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/BrvenikTestimonyHB6671.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/KinsellaTestimonyHB6671.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/KinsellaTestimonyHB6671.pdf
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 Electronic Medical Record Systems 
Top Hospitals’ IT Wish Lists 

two-thirds of hospital information technology 
cutives surveyed expect their organization to 
ent an electronic medical record (EMR) system 
wo years, while nearly one in five said their 
ation already has an EMR system.  

vey, which was conducted by the Health 
tion and Management Systems Society 
), defined an EMR system as the ability to 
ically maintain information about a patient’s 

 health status within that organization in a 
tely paperless fashion.  President Bush has 
or the widespread adoption of interoperable 
ic health records within the next 10 years. 

vey results, released this week at the HIMSS 
meeting in Dallas, indicate that for the fifth 
utive year, respondents named lack of 
te financial support as the most significant 
to successful implementation of IT at their 
ation.   

l IT professionals from CHA member hospitals 
ff from ChimeData and ChimeNet, CHA’s data 
hnology affiliates, attended the meeting, which 
tured a keynote speech on the current and 
tate of healthcare IT by David Brailer, M.D., 
ational Coordinator for Health Information 

logy. 

CHA Publishes Obesity Fact Sheet 

rch 2004 study appearing in the Journal of the 
an Medical Association, the Centers for 
 Control and Prevention (CDC) predicted that 

 was about to overtake smoking as the leading 
f death in the United States.   

DC has since announced that a software error 
 it to overstate the number of obesity-related 
used in the study – and has adjusted its 
on downward by 35,000 deaths – the agency’s 
ion that obesity is a major cause of death still 
  

himeData Fact Sheet distributed to CHA 
l members today provides a clinical definition of
, focuses on obesity trends in the U.S. and 
ticut, summarizes recent treatment and coverage
s, and discusses obesity’s implications for 
ticut hospitals. 
Save The Date: 
 2005 Annual Meeting 

Meeting of the Connecticut 
tion will be held from 4:00 p.m. - 
sday, June 15, 2005 at the Aqua 
hington.  Former presidential 
S. Senator Robert Dole will be the 

Annual Meeting, which also 
nnual award presentations and 
A Board of Trustees Chairman 
 of Connecticut Children’s Medical 
 President and CEO Jennifer 
ailed to CHA members in April. 

 Host Education Program 
n Team Development 

popular buzzword in healthcare.  
 talks about it, and how important it 

eamwork is not always easy to 
lp its members develop better 
n their organizations, CHA will offer 
nships:  The Fundamentals of 
ent from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

h 3, 2005. 

ill make a distinction between 
rofessional relationships with co-
fine their different purposes.   

a personal level provides friendship 
akes work more enjoyable, and, if 
d, can contribute to effectiveness.  
lationships, even with the same 
 different purpose – getting work 
 teams requires co-workers to 
 practical model of teamwork, 
them to build teams and make 
 needed.   

l also learn a simple method for 
g issues and how to manage 
y applying a structure to keep 
nd arrive at a mutually acceptable 

r more information on the program, 
ion section of the CHA website or 
 Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
rg.  

http://www.himssconferencenews.org/deliver_file.php?sid=S200502141622017XZBH5&omk=1007&file=1057&image=0
http://www.himssconferencenews.org/deliver_file.php?sid=S200502141622017XZBH5&omk=1007&file=1063&image=0
http://www.cthosp.org/ChimeData/documents/Obesity-FactSheet.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

