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Malpractice Reform Part of State of 
the Union Address 

 
President Bush called for medical 
malpractice reform in his State of the 
Union address this week, drawing 
additional national focus to an issue 
that will be debated this year in 
Connecticut and in many other states 
during their legislative sessions. 
 
CHA recently posted its position 
statement on medical liability system 
reform on the Association’s website.  
CHA is seeking reform of Connecticut’s 
medical liability system, with the 
particular objective of addressing the 
increasing cost of medical liability 
insurance. 
 
 

CHA Publishes October PCR 
 
The trend of increased inpatient 
utilization at Connecticut's acute care 
hospitals continued in October 2004, 
with 34,987 inpatient admissions. 
 
According to the most recent edition of 
ChimeData’s monthly Patient Census 
Report (PCR), which CHA published 
this week, the October 2004 total 
approached the 12-year high of 35,328 
experienced in October 2003 and 
represented a 15% increase over the 
30,720 inpatient admissions to 
Connecticut's acute care hospitals in 
October 1996. 
 
A review of the detailed claims-based 
data in CHA’s Chime database shows 
that the increase from 1996 to 2004 
can be attributed in part to an increase 
in patients age 75 and older, reflecting 
Connecticut’s aging population.  

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Testimony/documents/HB6438Testimony.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/SB933Testimony.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/MedicalLiabilitySystemReform_001.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/MedicalLiabilitySystemReform_001.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/MedicalLiabilitySystemReform_001.pdf


 

According to the 2000 census, Connecticut residents 
age 75 and older represent 7% of the state’s 
population, compared to only 5.9% nationally. 
 
ChimeData’s October 2004 report is available to PCR 
participants on CHA’s website. 
 

 
Karl Appointed President & CEO at ECHN 

 
Howard E. Fitts, Chairman of the ECHN Board of 
Trustees, has announced the appointment of Peter J. 
Karl as President and CEO of Eastern Connecticut 
Health Network (ECHN), the parent company of 
Manchester Memorial Hospital and Rockville General 
Hospital. 
 
Karl, who joined ECHN in July of 2004 as Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer following 
an extensive national search, had been serving as 
President & CEO on an interim basis since the 
resignation of Marc H. Lory in November.  
 
 

Medicaid Focus of  
National Healthcare Discussion 

 
While Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) Secretary Mike Leavitt noted this week that he 
will not propose a block-grant system for Medicaid, he 
also said he would be examining the program closely 
and conducting frank discussions with states, which 
administer and co-fund Medicaid with the federal 
government.  
 
Leavitt’s comments followed the release of a recent 
report from the National Academy for State Health 
Policy (NASHP) that identifies numerous opportunities 
for strengthening the Medicaid program and enabling 
it to continue to play a critical role in the country’s 
health care system.   
 
The report, which was funded by the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, AARP, and the Agency for Health Care 
Research and Quality (AHRQ), contains detailed 
recommendations and identifies opportunities for 
improvement in all areas of the Medicaid program, 
including:  simplifying and expanding eligibility; 
increasing program flexibility for optional populations; 
improving coordination and integration with the 
Medicare program and private insurance; adjusting 
current financing mechanisms; and providing states 
with tools to manage the long-term care system and, 
in the process, rebalance the institutional and home 
and community-based care systems.  
 
As part of its 2005 Legislative Agenda, CHA will be 
advocating for adequate funding of hospital inpatient 
and outpatient services to Medicaid patients, the 
preservation of the Uncompensated Care Pool and 
Urban Disproportionate Share Pool, which provide 
vital funding for hospital services, and the restoration 
of presumptive and continuous eligibility for HUSKY 
A and B programs to protect healthcare coverage 
and access for some of Connecticut’s most 
vulnerable citizens. 
 
 

CHA to Offer Financial Program 
for Trauma Centers 

 
Can trauma centers be both clinically and 
financially successful?  Yes, according to the 
instructor of Developing and Implementing 
Trauma Center Charge, Billing and Collection 
Systems, an upcoming CHA educational program 
to help hospital trauma centers meet or exceed 
financial expectations. 
 
The instructor for the program, Mike Williams, 
MPA/HSA, has consulted with more than 125 
hospitals nationwide, assisting trauma center and 
emergency department (ED) staff and physician 
providers in implementing best-practice charge, 
billing and collection systems.  The program, 
which will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 23, 2005, will prepare 
participants to: 
 Implement state-of-the-art trauma charge 

systems 
 Accurately use hospital and physician codes 

for trauma services 
 Outline a best-practice ED registration process
 Identify 12 unique and unusual sources of 

payment for trauma care 
 Negotiate favorable managed care contracts 

for trauma care 
 Discuss four strategies to provide stronger, 

financially stable on-call medical staff 
coverage 

 
The program is designed for trauma center and 
ED managers, business office managers, CFOs, 
COOs, CEOs, and experienced managers of all 
levels involved with the development of charges 
and collection systems for trauma and emergency 
care.  This program may also be of interest to 
trauma physicians at the ED, surgery and 
specialist levels.    
 
To register, or for more information on the 
program, visit the education section of the CHA 
website or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
7267 or bates@chime.org. 

  

http://www.cthosp.org/ChimeData/PCR/ChimeData_PCR.html
http://www.nashp.org/_docdisp_page.cfm?LID=0D5298D4-E308-40D6-B0CE7C85E0A5C959
http://www.nashp.org/_docdisp_page.cfm?LID=0D5298D4-E308-40D6-B0CE7C85E0A5C959
http://www.nashp.org/_docdisp_page.cfm?LID=0D5298D4-E308-40D6-B0CE7C85E0A5C959
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/documents/LegislativeAgenda2005.pdf
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
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