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          Friday, February 3, 2006

 
Representative Larson 
Elected Vice Chairman of  
Democratic Caucus 
 
Hospital Performance 
Reporting Website Updated 
 
TEIC User Group Meeting 
 
Leaders Meet On 
Pandemic Flu Preparations 
CHA Calls on Governor to  
nsider Hospitals’ Contributions 

to State’s Economy 

letter to Governor M. Jodi Rell, 
 Chairman Patrick Charmel, 
ident and Chief Executive Officer 
iffin Hospital, and CHA President 

CEO Jennifer Jackson urged her 
ject any proposals to cut hospital 
ents and to consider the CHA 

lative proposals for fair and 
uate hospital reimbursement as 
of the State’s FY 2007 Budget.  
 cites Connecticut’s not-for-profit 
itals’ increasingly fragile financial 
ition and the vital contributions 
make to the state’s economy and 
ty of life.   

 letter, CHA points out that a 
ntly completed analysis of the 
omic impact of Connecticut 
itals shows that hospitals and 

th systems generate more than 
 billion per year for the state and 
 economies – about 5.3% of the 
s State Product.  When cuts are 
e to hospitals, there are 
equences for the overall state 
omy.  In fact, every $1 million in 
to hospitals results in an 
ated nearly $2 million negative 
ct on Connecticut’s economic 
being. 

 the Governor’s agenda of making 
and the economy a priority, CHA 
ested that the Administration 
gnize the importance of hospitals 
health systems to any economic 
lopment strategy.      

ident Outlines Healthcare Plans

s State of the Union Address on 
day, President George Bush 
ed his plan for affordable 
healthcare, which emphasizes wider use of 
electronic records and other health 
information technology, strengthening 
health savings accounts (HSAs), increasing 
insurance portability, and passing medical 
liability reform this year.      
 
While recognizing that HSAs can play a 
part in making health insurance more 
affordable, CHA supports a broader range 
of initiatives to improve access to health 
insurance coverage and reduce the number 
of uninsured in Connecticut and nationally.  
 
CHA supports the expanded use of health 
information technology to improve quality 
and patient safety and to reduce the cost of 
care, and urges the swift development of an 
interoperable health information technology 
infrastructure and adequate funding for e-
healthcare initiatives. 
  
CHA also strongly supports the President’s 
efforts to promote the passage of federal 
medical liability reform legislation.  Last 
month, the American College of Emergency 
Physicians (ACEP) issued its National 
Report Card on Emergency Medicine, 
which, while ranking Connecticut’s 
emergency medical system third best in the 
nation overall, gave a failing grade for its 
medical liability environment. 
 
 
Representative Johnson, Governor Rell 

Announce State E-Health Initiative 
 
On Monday, Congresswoman Nancy Johnson 
and Governor M. Jodi Rell announced the 
launch of “eHealthConnecticut,” a statewide 
initiative to improve healthcare through 
greater use of health information 
technology.  Over a year ago, Johnson 
convened a group of healthcare leaders to 
discuss how Connecticut can establish an 
effective, secure, technology-based 
statewide health information exchange.  
Since then, hospitals, physician practice 
groups, insurers, state agencies, and 



 
 

others, including CHA, have met regularly to develop 
the eHealthConnecticut program.  Currently the group 
is compiling an inventory of health information 
technology projects in hospitals and physician 
practices throughout the state as a first step in 
planning health information exchange and electronic 
prescribing systems for the state. 
 
 

Representative Larson Elected Vice Chairman of 
Democratic Caucus 

 
CHA extends its congratulations to Representative 
John Larson (CT, 1st District),  who was elected 
Democratic Caucus Vice Chairman by his fellow party 
members in the U.S. House of Representatives on 
Wednesday.  Larson beat two challengers to become 
the fourth-ranking House Democrat. 

 
Congressman Larson spoke to CHA after the vote, 
stating that he is “humbled by the confidence his peers 
have placed in him and he looks forward to working 
hard for the people of Connecticut and the House 
Democratic Caucus.” 
 
 
Hospital Performance Reporting Website Updated
 
The CHA Hospital Performance Reporting website 
was updated today with data for 20 hospital quality 
measures related to care provided to adult patients for 
heart attack, heart failure, and pneumonia to surgical 
infection prevention.  Five of the quality measures - 
two for heart attack, one for pneumonia, and  two for 
the prevention of surgical site infection – were new 
additions to the website.  In addition to the new 
measures, CHA added a new section on patient 
safety, which provides information about hospitals’ 
implementation of the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations’ National 
Patient Safety Goals.   
 
Connecticut hospitals are committed to public 
accountability and continue to seek ways to provide 
the public with meaningful standardized information 
about hospital quality. This is the third time in the last 
two years that CHA has expanded the information 
available on the site, which was originally launched in 
April 2004 with data on 10 quality measures.  With this 
update, the CHA website includes information about 
hospital performance from April – June 2005, which is 
three months more recent than the CMS website 
which presents hospital performance data from April 
2004 – March 2005. 
 
 

TEIC User Group Meeting 
 
CHA held a Toward Excellence in Care (TEIC) user 
group meeting on Monday for hospitals participating 
in TEIC, a Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) approved 
performance measurement system that submits all 
required hospital quality data to JCAHO on behalf of 
participating hospitals.  Members received a 
demonstration of a web-based data collection and 
analysis tool, which will undergo hospital testing 
later this month for release in April 2006.  TEIC staff 
also summarized recent changes to the JCAHO 
core measures, updated members on the status of 
the aligned JCAHO/Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) Surgical Care 
Improvement Project (SCIP) measures, and 
discussed data collection issues.  TEIC will offer a 
similar program to Rhode Island hospitals 
participating in the TEIC program later this month. 
  
For more information about TEIC, contact Julie 
Petrellis at (203) 294-7319 or petrellis@chime.org. 
 
 

Leaders Meet On Pandemic Flu Preparations 
 
Chris Devine, Director, Patient Care Regulation, 
joined 600 health and community leaders yesterday 
at Connecticut’s Pandemic Response and Planning 
Summit, which was co-hosted by Governor M. Jodi 
Rell and U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary 
Mike Leavitt at the Connecticut Convention Center 
in Hartford. 
 
CHA and Connecticut hospitals have been working 
closely with federal, state, and local agencies in 
order to prepare for the contingency of a flu 
pandemic and the resulting surge in hospital 
utilization.  The summit stressed the important role 
that local responders will play in successfully 
combating the widespread social and economic 
disruption caused by such a mass catastrophe, and 
the need for a coordinated response by area military 
and civilian services.  In order to insure that local 
planning efforts continue successfully, Secretary 
Leavitt identified an additional federal grant that he 
was directing to the state in 2006.   

 

http://www.cthosp.org/Quality/HPR.html
mailto:petrellis@chime.org

