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2004 Legislative Session 
to Begin Wednesday 

asing medical liability insurance 
 and the state’s ongoing deficit 
ely to be addressed when the 
ecticut General Assembly begins 
04 legislative session on 
esday, February 4, 2004, while 
 legislature’s activities this 

on may be overshadowed by the 
ing investigation of the Governor.

ways, CHA will have an active 
 during the session, promoting 
dvocating for its Legislative 
da, which identifies specific 
ative objectives for achieving the 
ciation’s advocacy goals for 
tal reimbursement, medical 
ty system reform, mental health 
m reform, quality and patient 
, regulatory oversight, and 
care workforce issues.  The 

da will serve as the roadmap for 
s activities at the Capitol during 
004 legislative session. 

ital reimbursement is likely to be 
tal item, given the state’s budget 

fall.  Connecticut is not alone in its
ial situation, however, as a report

d this week by the Robert Wood 
on Foundation finds that many 

 states are struggling with budget 
ts.  In 2003, states reported a 
ined shortfall of $70 billion, 
g many to reduce Medicaid 
fits, eligibility, or outreach, 
ding to the report, which is avail-
nline at www.statecoverage.net.
 
Study: Healthcare 

Investments Pay Off 
 
Investing in America's healthcare 
system results in a healthier 
population, more productive people, 
and an improved quality of life, 
according to a new study from the 
American Hospital Association (AHA). 
 
The Value of Investment in Health 
Care, a new study released 
Wednesday by AHA and several other 
healthcare groups, says that every 
dollar America invests in healthcare 
results in a return of $2.40 to $3.00.  
 
Among the improvements found from 
1980 to 2000:  annual death rates 
declined 16 percent; life expectancy 
increased by 3.2 years; disability rates 
declined by 25 percent for people over 
65; and the number of days Americans 
spent in the hospital fell 56 percent. 
 
"Today's report quantifies what many 
of us have known for years: This is a 
worthy investment," AHA President 
and CHA Trustee Dick Davidson said.  
For the complete text of Davidson’s 
statement, visit the AHA website at 
www.aha.org. 
 
 

CMS Sets July Deadline 
for Hospital Reporting Initiative 

 
The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) has 
announced that July 1, 2004 is the 
deadline by which hospitals must begin

http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Legislative_Agenda.html
http://www.cthosp.org/Advocacy/Legislative_Agenda.html
http://www.statecoverage.net/pdf/stateofstates2004.pdf
http://www.aha.org/


 

 

 

 
submitting data for the Hospital Reporting Initiative in 
order to receive the full market basket update in 2005.
 
The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act of 2003 includes a financial 
incentive for hospitals to participate in voluntarily 
reporting clinical data to CMS.  CMS will provide a full 
market basket update in fiscal years 2005-07 for 
hospitals that submit data on 10 specified quality 
measures, while hospitals that do not submit data will 
receive a market basket update minus 0.4%. 
 
All of Connecticut’s hospitals already had been 
participating in voluntary reporting to CMS prior to the 
establishment of the financial incentive, and 
Connecticut was the first state in which 100% of the 
hospitals agreed to participate in the federal reporting 
program. 
 
 

Winter Weather Postpones 
SAGA Hearing, Tort Reform Forum 

 
Two events announced in last week’s edition of CHA 
Update, a joint hearing of the General Assembly’s 
Appropriations, Human Services, and Public Health 
committees on Medicaid and SAGA and a Tort Reform
Action Forum, were both postponed because of 
Wednesday’s snowstorm. 
 
Neither event has been rescheduled at press time. 
 
 

National Provider Identifier Adopted 
 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
recently announced the adoption of the National 
Provider Identifier (NPI) as the standard unique health 
identifier for healthcare providers to use in filing and 
processing healthcare claims and other transactions. 
 
A final rule establishing the NPI as the standard 
unique health identifier was published in the Federal 
Register  last week.  The effective date of this final 
rule is May 23, 2005.  The standard unique health 
identifier is mandated by the Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996. 
 
All covered entities under HIPAA must obtain NPIs.  
Healthcare providers are covered entities if they 
transmit any data in electronic form in connection with 
a transaction for which the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services has adopted a standard.  Covered 
entities must use NPIs in standard transactions no 
later than the compliance dates.  The compliance date 
for small health plans is May 23, 2008. The compliance 
dates for all other health plans is May 23, 2007. 
 
 

CHA Hospital Day to Feature Health Fair 
 
The 2004 CHA Hospital Day at the Capitol, to be 
held Monday, March 22, 2004, features a health fair 
to showcase Connecticut’s hospitals and an evening
reception for lawmakers and hospital representa-
tives. 
 
Each year, CHA invites legislators, other elected 
state officials, and senior members of their staffs to 
an evening reception with the hospital CEOs and 
other hospital officials at the Officer’s Club at the 
State Armory.  Prior to the reception, the hospital 
leaders meet during the day with members of their 
local legislative delegation to discuss issues 
affecting their hospitals.   
 
CHA has also reserved the walkway between the 
Legislative Office Building (LOB) and the state 
Capitol from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the health 
fair.  CHA’s member hospitals are encouraged to 
sponsor various health screenings and informational 
displays about their facilities and services as part of 
the day’s activities. 
 
If you are interested in having your hospital be part 
of the health fair, please contact Rhonda Bates at 
(203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
 
 
 

CHA Educational Program Covers 
Dealing With Difficult People 

 
An engaging program on dealing with negativity in 
the workplace will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Thursday, February 12, 2004. 
 
The program, Dealing with Difficult People: 
Patients, Employees, and Colleagues, will provide 
practical strategies and dialogue for interactions 
with negative people, including an overview of the 
reasons that some people are difficult to deal 
with; the use of empathy and tact, even under 
pressure; and stress reduction during negative 
interactions. 
 
For more information on any CHA educational 
programs, visit the Education section of the CHA 
website at www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org.  

http://frwebgate3.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=3227543288+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
http://frwebgate3.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=3227543288+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
mailto:bates@chime.org
http://www.chime.org/Education/Education.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

