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Governor Rell Accepts $13.7 Million 
Federal Grant to Improve 
Mental Health Services 

 
Today Governor M. Jodi Rell accepted 
a $13.7 million grant awarded by the 
U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) to continue development of 
the state’s mental health system as a 
national model.  Connecticut is one of 
only seven states selected for new 
grants to help mental health services 
better reflect consumer and family 
needs, and to focus more strongly on 
facilitating recovery.   
 
Under the new Mental Health 
Transformation State Incentive Grant, 
Connecticut will receive about $2.7 
million for each of the next five years.  
The support will help the state continue
developing a ‘recovery-oriented’ 
system of mental health care, 
according to Commissioner Thomas A. 
Kirk Jr. of the state Department of 
Mental Health and Addiction Services 
(DMHAS).  The approach emphasizes 
state and local systems working 
together to offer all of the state’s 
citizens an array of effective, 
accessible services to prevent mental 
illness and promote recovery. 
  
Pat Monahan, CHA General Counsel 
and Vice President, Patient Care 
Regulation, is a member of the state 
work group convened by DMHAS to 
support the development and 
implementation of the grant program. 
 
 

CHA Participates in National 
Forum on PSOs 

 
Carrie Brady, CHA Vice President, 
Quality and Performance Reporting, 
attended Tuesday’s American Hospital 
Association (AHA) State Issues Forum 
on Patient Safety Organizations 
(PSOs), where representatives from 
AHA, state hospital associations, and 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Agency on 
Healthcare Research and Quality 
(AHRQ) gathered to discuss last year’s 
federal legislation regarding PSOs and 
to consider opportunities for 
coordinating patient safety efforts 
nationwide. 
 
AHRQ Director Carolyn Clancy, M.D. 
used the Forum to obtain feedback 
from states on the design of the federal
PSO system as AHRQ develops 
regulations for implementation of the 
system.  Representing Connecticut, 
one of the few states that currently 
have PSOs, Brady was able to share 
lessons learned in the first year of 
implementation of the Connecticut 
Healthcare Research and Education 
Foundation PSO (CHREF PSO).  
 
 

JCAHO Issues Medication 
Reconciliation Alert 

 
On Wednesday, the Joint Commission 
on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations (JCAHO) issued a 
Sentinel Event Alert on medication 
reconciliation, which also is the subject 
of a preexisting JCAHO National 
Patient Safety Goal.  The Alert 
recommends that hospitals consider 
three specific operational tactics 
related to medication reconciliation.  
The memo is the latest in a series of 
efforts by CHA and the CHREF PSO 
designed to assist members with 
medication reconciliation activities.   
 
Last year, the CHREF PSO convened 
a subgroup to facilitate sharing of 

http://www.jcaho.org/about+us/news+letters/sentinel+event+alert/sea_35.htm


 

 
 

medication reconciliation strategies among hospitals, 
coordinate with other providers to improve medication 
reconciliation across the continuum of care, and 
develop consumer education materials, including a 
medication tracking form, which would be consistent 
with one of JCAHO’s recommended tactics.  In 
conjunction with partners including the Department of 
Public Health, Qualidigm, and Southern Connecticut 
State University, CHA and the CHREF PSO are 
designing the consumer materials as part of a larger 
initiative focused on using a coordinated public health 
messaging campaign to improve the healthcare and 
patient safety literacy of Connecticut residents.   
 
 
OHCA Issues Report on Psychiatric Bed Capacity 

for Children 
 
Yesterday the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA) 
issued the Report of the Committee to Examine 
Hospital Inpatient Behavioral Health Bed Capacity for 
Children.  The Committee, created by statute last 
legislative session and chaired by OHCA 
Commissioner Cristine Vogel, was charged with 
examining inpatient psychiatric bed capacity for 
children.  CHA was represented on the Committee by 
Pat Monahan, CHA General Counsel and Vice 
President, Patient Care Regulation.   
 
The Report highlights major problems in Connecticut’s 
system for delivery of mental health care, including 
back-ups in emergency departments due in part to the 
difficulty in finding appropriate inpatient, outpatient, 
and community treatment settings for children with 
behavioral health problems.  While the Report lists 
several recommendations for increasing psychiatric 
bed capacity in the short term, it also concludes that 
insufficient inpatient psychiatric bed capacity is only 
one component of the statewide problem and that the 
state must focus on the need for increased capacity at 
all levels of mental health care.   
  
 

Fred Lee to Keynote 2006 Trade Show 
 
Fred Lee, nationally renowned patient relations and 
service excellence expert and author of If Disney Ran 
Your Hospital: 9 ½ Things You Would Do Differently, 
will be the keynote speaker at Healthcare 2006, 
Connecticut's premier healthcare trade show. The 
event, which is free for all healthcare professionals, 
will be held at The Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville from 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Thursday, March 23, 2006.  
 
In addition to Mr. Lee’s presentation, the trade show 
will offer visitors a unique Connecticut-based 
opportunity to view and inquire about a wide array of
healthcare-related products and services especially 
suited for acute care and specialty hospitals, 
including some of the latest state-of-the-art 
technology.  
 
To register for Healthcare 2006, or for more 
information, contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
7267 or bates@chime.org. 
 
 

Flu Season Update 
 
Connecticut is reporting “widespread” flu activity, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) report for the week ending 
January 21, 2006, having increased from “regional” 
activity the previous week.   
 
 

2006 Patient Safety Summit 
 
The patient safety organizations of the Connecticut 
Healthcare Research and Education Foundation 
(CHREF) and Qualidigm will be co-hosting the 2006 
Patient Safety Summit at the Aqua Turf Club in 
Plantsville on Friday, March 10, 2006 9:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 
 
This information-packed symposium will offer 
sessions by some of the nation’s leading patient 
safety experts, including: 
 
Atul Gawande, M.D., M.P.H., Assistant Professor, 
Department of Health Policy and Management; 
Harvard School of Public Health; and author of 
Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect 
Science. 
 
Robert M. Wachter, M.D., Professor of Medicine, 
University of California, San Francisco; 2004 
Eisenberg Award recipient; and author of Internal 
Bleeding: The Truth Behind America’s Terrifying 
Epidemic of Medical Mistake. 
 
Linda Kenney, President, and Frederick van Pelt, 
M.D., MBA, Chairman, Board of Directors, Medically 
Induced Trauma Support Services 
 
To register, or for more information on the 2006 
Patient Safety Summit, visit the education section of 
the CHA website or contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 
294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 
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