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CHA to Testify at Hearing 
Medicaid, SAGA Restructuring 

 Vice President of Finance and 
ance Services Steve Frayne will 
y at a joint hearing of the General 
mbly’s Appropriations, Human 
ices, and Public Health commit-
next week on the imposition of 
iums in the Medicaid program and
ecent restructuring of the State-
inistered General Assistance 
A) program. 

hearing will be held at 12:30 p.m. 
nesday, January 28, 2004, in 

 2C of the Legislative Office 
ing (LOB) in Hartford. 

ne's testimony will focus on a 
cted loss of coverage for 93,000 
iduals who will not be able to 
d the new Medicaid premiums, 
ing them to become uninsured.  
ill also testify on the conversion of 
A from a fee-for-service to a 
t-based program that imposes an 
al cap on SAGA payments to 
ders. 

r issues to be covered at the 
ng will include the planned 
ation of the early preventive, 
ning, diagnosis, and treatment 

ram for children, and authorization 
armacists to deny further pre-
tions to all recipients unable to 
 up with their co-pays.   

 has continued to make known its 
sition to the changes instituted by 
gislature last year, while also 

ing with the Administration on how 
plement the changes.  CHA will 
ess the full spectrum of hospital 
ursement issues, including the 
restructuring of the SAGA program, 
during the upcoming legislative 
session, which begins Wednesday, 
February 4, 2004. 
 
 

Save the Date: 
2004 CHA Patient Safety Summit 

 
The 2004 CHA Patient Safety Summit, 
an information-packed symposium 
offering sessions by some of the 
nation’s leading patient safety experts, 
will be held from 8:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m. 
Friday, March 12, 2004. 
 
Among the scheduled speakers is 
James Bagian, M.D., a leading expert 
in patient safety systems design. 
 
For more information on the summit, 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-
7267 or bates@chime.org. 
 
 

Medical Liability Forum to Cover 
Possible Reform Measures 

 
CHA will be participating with the 
Connecticut State Medical Society, 
several county medical associations, 
and the Connecticut Mutual Insurance 
Company in a Tort Reform Action 
Forum from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, January 28, 2004, at the Goodwin
Hotel in Hartford. 
 
Physicians, hospital representatives, 
legislators, and business and insurance 
industry representives will discuss 
medical liability system issues and 
potential reform measures, which the 
General Assembly will address in the 
2004 legislative session.  Steven 
Strongwater, M.D., Hospital Director of 
John Dempsey Hospital, will moderate 
the forum; Pat Monahan, CHA Vice 

mailto:bates@chime.org


 
President and General Counsel, will be one of several 
guest speakers; and Tom Kennedy, President of 
Bristol Hospital, and Robert Ritz, President and CEO 
of Saint Mary’s Hospital, will serve on a panel for an 
open discussion and question-and-answer period. 
 
Meanwhile, the soaring cost of malpractice insurance 
premiums continues to be the subject of analysis and 
debate across the nation.  A recent report by Kenneth 
Thorpe, chairman of the health policy and management 
department at the Emory University Rollins School of 
Public Health, examines trends in liability insurance 
and the impact of tort reform on premiums, finding that 
medical liability insurance premiums are 17.1% lower 
in states that have limits on damage awards.  The 
report can be found at www.healthaffairs.org. 
 
 

CHA Meets with Congressional Staffs 
 
CHA Director of Government Relations Jim Iacobellis 
met this week with the staffs of several Connecticut 
lawmakers in Washington, D.C., to discuss hospital 
reimbursement, the healthcare workforce shortage, 
and quality of care issues. 
 
In meetings held Wednesday and Thursday, Iacobellis 
spoke with the staff of Representatives Rosa DeLauro, 
John Larson, and Nancy Johnson. 
 
 

Simmons Holds Medicare Drug Law Forums 
 
Officials from Eastern Connecticut Health Network 
(ECHN) and Lawrence & Memorial Hospital joined 
U.S. Representative Rob Simmons yesterday for a 
pair of outreach programs to educate senior citizens 
on the impact of Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 and 
its effect on hospitals. 
 
Simmons was accompanied by Leslie Norwalk, 
Deputy Administrator and Chief Operating Officer of 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), an expert on the new law who will be respon-
sible for its overall implementation.  The pair held a 
morning program at the Enfield Senior Center and an 
afternoon session at the Colchester Senior Center.  
Both programs were informative and well-attended. 
 
In addition to the senior citizens from both regions, 
participants included Marc Lory, ECHN President and 
Chief Executive Officer; Kevin Murphy, ECHN Senior 
Vice President for Finance and CFO; Andrew Beck, 
ECHN Vice President for Communications and Capital 
and Community Development; William Stanley, 
Director of Corporate Communications at Lawrence 
& Memorial Hospital; Charlotte Yeh, M.D., Regional 
Administrator for CMS; and CHA Manager of 
Government Relations James Paolino.  
 
 

Staff Attends Patient Safety Training Sessions 
 
CHA and Department of Public Health (DPH) staff 
members attended the second session of a 
Department of Health and Human Services and 
Veterans Affairs Patient Safety Improvement Corps 
training program that began in September 2003. 
 
Fifty participants from 15 states continued their 
coursework in the second of three one-week 
sessions in Washington, D.C., including CHA 
Director of Quality Improvement Julie Petrellis and 
Biostatistician Allen Frommelt, and DPH staff 
members Diane Smith and Jon Olson.  Program 
participants received extensive training in healthcare
failure mode and effects analysis, human factor 
analysis of adverse events, and medication errors. 
 
The Connecticut group will attend the final week-
long training session in May 2004. 
 
 

JCAHO Updates Standards FAQ Section 
 
The Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations (JCAHO) has updated the Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs) section on its website to 
reflect recent changes to the JCAHO standards.  
For more information, go to the JCAHO website at 
www.jcaho.org. 
 
 
Program Introduces Cost Management System

 
CHA will offer an advanced program on value 
analysis and cost management from 9:00 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 3, 2004. 
 
Designed for healthcare operations and material 
managers, the program, Strategic Value 
Analysis™: Savings Beyond Price, will focus on 
the philosophy, principles, and practices of a new 
non-salary cost management system that can be 
used to streamline hospital supply chains. 
 
For more information on CHA’s educational 
programs, visit the Education section of the CHA 
website at www.cthosp.org or contact Rhonda 
Bates at (203) 294-7267 or bates@chime.org. 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.w4.20
http://www.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/hospitals/standards/hospital+faqs/index.htm
http://www.chime.org/Education/Education.asp
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