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Current Fiscal Year Deficit Nearly $922 Million 
    

Governor M. Jodi Rell announced on Tuesday, January 20, that the Office of Policy and 

Management (OPM) estimates the deficit for the current fiscal year is at nearly $922 

million.  The projected deficit is due to a steep and unexpected decrease in the 

collection of income, business, and sales taxes.  This projection takes into account the 

latest round of budget cuts passed by the General Assembly on January 14.  

 

The most recent deadline for quarterly estimated income tax payments was January 15.  

Those payments were 20 percent below projections, and if these trends continue, 

income tax revenues for the entire year will likely fall $665 million below projections.  

The latest deadline for corporation tax estimated payments was December 15, and 

those payments are trending $100 million below projections.  Meanwhile, sales tax 

collections are running $50 million behind projections. 

 

In its January 20
th
 letter to the Office of the State Comptroller, OPM stated it is 

recognizing a deficiency in the Department of Social Services of $56 million, stemming 

largely from costs associated with the expansion of eligibility for adults under HUSKY.  

Partially offsetting the shortfall is an expected lapse of $19.4 million, much of that from 

the Department of Children and Families. 

 

The Governor is expected to release her FY 2010 and FY 2011 budgets on February 4, with the Appropriations Committee 

holding hearings on the Governor’s spending plan during the weeks of February 9 and February 16.  

 

 

Connecticut Prescriptions for Change Event 
 
On Friday, January 23, Senator Christopher Dodd will host Connecticut Prescriptions for Change, the first in a series of 
healthcare-related events in the state to solicit input that the Senator will present to President Obama and Health and Human 
Services Secretary-designate Tom Daschle.   
 
Tomorrow’s town hall event will focus on healthcare coverage and access, beginning at 8:30 am at Goodwin College River 
Campus, One Riverside Drive, in East Hartford, CT.  
 
Panelists will include: Kevin Lembo, Connecticut’s Healthcare Advocate; Judy Stein, Executive Director, Center for Medicare 
Advocacy, Inc.; Sharon Langer, Senior Policy Fellow, Connecticut Voices for Children; David R. Fusco, President, Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of Connecticut; Juan Figueroa, President, Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut; and Lauren 
Reinmann, a 17-year-old Girl Scout recently featured in the Record-Journal for her innovative idea to help residents in 
Connecticut access healthcare services. 
 
For those who can’t attend, questions will be taken via e-mail and then posted to the panelists at the event.  To ask a question 
or submit an idea, e-mail CtRx4change@dodd.senate.gov.   
 
CHA will be in attendance and provide details on the event in next week’s edition of Update.   
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Save the Dates! 
 
How to Sack the RAC Attack: Preparing For and Successfully Managing the Recovery Audit Contractor - 
Friday, January 30, 2009 
  
A recent survey of healthcare leaders put the Recovery Audit Contractor (RAC) process at the top of the list of “major 
compliance challenges” facing hospitals.  
  
The program will provide an overview of the history and rationale behind the RAC project, identify auditor trends and problem 
areas, including observation cases, and emphasize practical strategies and actions that should be taken to prepare for and 
manage the audit.  Of particular interest to physicians and others responsible for clinical documentation, it will also include 
medical chart review and discuss real-time clinical documentation examples and proven steps to prevent RAC denials. 
  
Dr. Kenneth Rubin, MD, MA, MSHCM, FACEP, will tailor the session to meet the needs of participants, and encourages 
attendees to either submit questions/issues in advance to froias@chime.org, or bring case examples to the session for 
discussion.  Dr. Rubin is a Physician Advisor at St. Francis Hospital, The Heart Center® in Roslyn, NY.  
  
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  For additional information, 
contact Christine Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 
 

 

Transforming Organizations Through Lean Principles - 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 and Thursday, February 5, 2009 

 

Lean principles offer practical ways to streamline processes and decrease waste. Through hands-on training and simulation, 

participants will learn the fundamentals of Lean thinking and how to bring about a Lean transformation within their 

organizations.  

 

Co-Sponsored with the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives, this program is vital to anyone working in healthcare 

who wants to see dramatic results in their quality improvement initiatives including: Physicians, Nurse Managers, Pharmacists, 

Quality Improvement Professionals, Other Clinical Professionals, and Facilities, Finance, Human Resources, and Materials 

Management Professionals. 

 

Gary Herby and Gerald Harris from Simpler Healthcare, which specializes in implementing, guiding, and teaching Lean 

principles in healthcare systems and service firms worldwide, and Jennifer Schneider, Vice President, Lean and Continuous 

Improvement at St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center in Connecticut, will present. 

 

Application has been submitted to the Connecticut Nurses’ Association for approval of continuing nursing education credits. 

This activity was submitted to the National Association of Healthcare Quality for CPHQ CE credit. 

 

Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  For additional information, 
contact Christine Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 
 

 

CHA Patient Safety Summit - 
Friday, March 13, 2009 
 
CHA is very pleased to announce the 2009 Patient Safety Summit, another first-class program with an array of nationally 
acclaimed speakers.  The Summit, co-sponsored by Qualidigm, will examine the complex and multi-faceted aspects of quality 
improvement and patient safety.  Nationally recognized experts will focus on the business case for quality, the impact of 
overutilization on the healthcare delivery system, engaging patients and families as partners in patient safety, and the power of 
apology when something goes wrong.   
 
Featured speakers include: Brent James, MD, MStat, Executive Director, Institute for Health Care Delivery Research, Vice 
President, Medical Research and Continuing Medical Education, Intermountain Health Care; Shannon Brownlee, Author, 
Overtreated: Why Too Much Medicine is Making Us Sicker and Poorer, Schwartz Senior Fellow at the New America 
Foundation; Susan E. Sheridan, MIM, MBA, Co-Founder and President, Consumers Advancing Patient Safety; and Doug 
Wojcieszak, Founder and Spokesperson, Sorry Works! Coalition. 
 

Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.  For additional information, 
contact Christine Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 
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CAUTION: Workplace Democracy at Risk -  

Wednesday, January 28, 2009, Tuesday, March 3, 2009, or Friday, May 15, 2009 

  

Healthcare organizations should anticipate significant changes in the labor and employment law arenas, based on national 

election results.  Now, more than ever, managers and first line supervisors need to know how to recognize and successfully 

counter a union organizing attempt.  This full day session will provide the practical, hands-on training supervisors need to 

identify early warning signs of organizing activity, and understand what they can and cannot lawfully say or do in response to 

union organizing. 

  

The program will be presented by Jack Haskell, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of Adams, Nash, Haskell 

& Sheridan, a national management consulting firm.  

  

Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. For additional information, 

contact Christine Froias, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at 203-294-7257 or froias@chime.org. 

  

NOTE:  Recognizing the difficult financial circumstances all hospitals are facing, CHA is providing a 25% discount to all those 

who register for the January 28 session by the close of business Monday, January 26, 2009.  Those already registered for the 

January 28 session will also be entitled to the discounted rate of $199 for this full-day program.  Click here to register. 
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