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Budget Impasse 
ontinues in Hartford 

ns continue between the 
 leadership and Governor 
 administration on how to 

more than $500 million deficit 
r’s budget.  To date, no 
t has been reached. 

mocrats have scheduled a 
e Governor’s deficit 
proposal for Wednesday, 
2, 2003. The Governor's 
s not expected to pass.  
s will then present their own 
, the details of which are 

le, but their plan is expected 
re on tax increases and less 
ng reductions than the 
s proposal. 

e more contentious issues 
esolved are the concessions 
nor is asking state employee 
make to assist in solving the 
dget crisis.   

primary activity at the Capitol 
ed the legislature’s Joint 
es, which have held their 
onal meetings and will now 
ise bills for consideration.  
ommittee “raises” a bill, by a 
 majority of its members, it 
at the Committee should 

l drafted and heard at a 
ring.) 

arnering Congressional 
or Provider Payment Relief

tatives John Larson, Robert 
 Rosa DeLauro, and Chris-
ays joined with a majority of 
the members of the House in signing 
the “Camp-Cardin” letter, a letter 
sponsored by Representatives Dave 
Camp (R-MI) and Ben Cardin (D-MD).  
The letter, addressed to House Speaker
Dennis Haster (R-IL) and Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), advo-
cates the passage of provider payment 
improvements.  CHA thanks all of the 
members of Connecticut’s House 
delegation who have signed the letter 
and Congresswoman Nancy Johnson 
who, as Chairwoman of the Ways and 
Means Health Subcommittee, continues
to be a strong supporter for payment 
relief for hospitals. 
 
On Wednesday, January 15, 2003, the 
U.S. Senate introduced an omnibus 
appropriations bill to complete the 
budgetary work of the 107th Congress. 
The bill, which contains provisions that 
address some of hospitals’ provider 
payment concerns, will face significant 
opposition in the House, according to 
the American Hospital Association 
(AHA).  The omnibus appropriations 
bill does not, however, provide any 
relief for teaching hospitals for the 
reductions in reimbursements for 
indirect medical education that went 
into effect October 1, 2002, nor does it 
provide any increases to the market 
basket update that went into effect on 
the same date. 
 
 

JAMA Article Ranks States 
in Medicare Quality of Care 

 
The January 15, 2003, edition of the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA) features an article 
that tracks national- and state-level 
changes in performance on 22 quality 



 
indicators for care of Medicare beneficiaries.  The 
article is based on a recent Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) report on data gathered on 
Medicare beneficiaries in each state. 
 
Connecticut ranked ninth overall in the nation, and 
was one of eight states to retain its top-ten ranking 
from the previous reporting period.  Although the 
report confirms that Connecticut hospitals are providing 
high quality care, it also identifies areas for improvement.
Connecticut hospitals are committed to improving 
quality for all patients, not just the Medicare popula-
tion, and many of them are looking at the measures 
identified in the report as part of their efforts to comply 
with the new Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) Core Measures 
requirements. 
 
CHA and Qualidigm, the quality improvement organi-
zation (QIO) for Connecticut, are collaborating on a 
variety of quality initiatives and will be working to inter-
pret the results of the JAMA study and to continue to 
improve Connecticut’s performance on the 22 quality 
indicators.   
 
The JAMA article is available at http://jama.ama-
assn.org/issues/v289n3/rfull/joc21620.html.  
 
 

DPH Reports State’s First Flu Cases 
 
With the confirmation of two cases of influenza in 
Connecticut, the Department of Public Health (DPH) 
announced earlier this week that the influenza season 
had officially begun.  Even with the arrival of the flu in 
Connecticut, it is not too late for those who have not 
yet received their flu shot to be protected.  DPH 
strongly recommends a flu shot for anyone over the 
age of 50, residents of nursing homes and other long-
term care facilities, and all those who are at increased 
risk for serious complications from the flu. 
 
“Both adults and children who are in good health need 
a flu shot to stay healthy,” said DPH Commissioner 
Joxel Garcia, M.D.  “Even if you are not at high risk of 
complications, you should get a flu shot to prevent the 
flu and to protect everyone you live with and contact.” 
 
For additional information regarding flu shots, visit the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
Web site at www.cdc.gov.   
 
 

New ChimeData Reports Available Online 
 
CHA’s latest Patient Census Report Utilization Trends 
Summary, which covers the reporting period from 
1992-2002, is now available on the CHA Web site at 
www.cthosp.org/publications/pcr/utiltrend2002.pdf.  
 
The eight-page report, which is provided as a portable 
document format (PDF) file for easy printing, features 
10-year trend highlights for a variety of hospital utiliza-
tion statistics.  Included in the report are inpatient 
admissions, inpatient days, emergency department 
visits, and other statistics detailing the recent increase 
in utilization of services at Connecticut hospitals. 
 
CHA’s ChimeData Quarterly Cumulative Comparative 
Report for fiscal year 2002 is also available to Chime-
Data participants on the CHA Web site.  The abbre-
viated report set reflects the period of October 2001 
through September 2002 and includes patient origin 
for inpatients, outpatient surgeries and emergency 
department visits, inpatient origin by DRG, and case 
mix index summary.  This information has been 
provided in Microsoft Excel format.   
 
The abbreviated ChimeData report set, along with 
supporting documentation, is available to ChimeData 
participants at www.chime.org/membership/only.htm.  
 
 

CHA to Offer Project Leadership Program 
 
CHA will offer a professional development program for 
existing and prospective project leaders, Project 
Leadership – Moving to a Higher Level, on Tuesday, 
February 11, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
The full-day program is designed to help project 
managers develop skills that will enable them to 
inspire team members to perform and excel to the 
best of their abilities.  The program will cover: 
 

• the three levels of project management; 
• how to establish a project vision, a project 

plan, and critical success factors;  
• techniques for building commitment through 

involvement, individual performance 
objectives, and successful delegation; and 

• how to successfully manage relationships with 
supervisors. 

 
Project Leadership – Moving to a Higher Level will 
provide participants with a framework for achieving 
excellence through their people by helping them move 
from the role of an overseer to that of a coach and 
visionary. 
 
To register, or for more information on the program, 
go to the education section of the CHA Web site at 
www.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm or contact 
Rhonda Bolduc at 203-294-7267 or bolduc@chime.org. 
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