
 

 

Thursday, January 14, 2010 

 
 

In This Issue: 
 
General Assembly Meets, Takes 
No Action on Governor’s Veto of 
Budget Bills 
 
Project Update – On the CUSP:  
StopBSI 
 
2010 Healthcare Executive 
Summit 
 
Smart Moves Forum  
 

Haitian Earthquake Relief:  How 

You Can Help 

 
Changes in CPT/HCPCS for 2010 
 
Quality Improvement Through 
Data Analysis 
 
Emergency Preparedness — 
Standards of Care During 
Prolonged Health Emergencies 
 

 

 
 

 
General Assembly Meets, Takes No Action on Governor’s Veto of 
Budget Bills 
 
On Monday, January 11, 2010, the General Assembly met, as required by state statute, 
to consider overriding Governor M. Jodi Rell’s veto of two budget-related bills.  The 
House and Senate spent less than 15 minutes in session before gaveling to a close 
without taking action on the FY 2010 budget deficit. 
 
The General Assembly will convene the 2010 legislative session on February 3, when 
the Governor will present her biennium budget adjustments for consideration by state 
legislators.  It is expected that the General Assembly will spend most of the session 
trying to close the ever growing, multimillion dollar budget deficit.  The session is 
scheduled to adjourn on Wednesday, May 5, 2010. 
 
 

Project Update – On the CUSP:  StopBSI 
 
On the CUSP:  StopBSI is a national quality improvement initiative to eliminate central 
line-associated blood-stream infections by standardizing processes around insertion, 
maintenance, and timely central line removal and improving the culture of safety in the 
ICU setting.  CHA’s Stop BSI project was part of the first cohort of this important 
initiative, with 14 hospitals and 17 ICU teams in Connecticut active since the launch.  
 
The third cohort for the On the CUSP: StopBSI project will start next month and include 
six new states (California, Colorado, Nevada, Texas, Virginia, Alabama) as well as new 
teams from states already involved in the project.  Participation in this third cohort is 
open to additional Connecticut hospitals or ICU teams interested in joining the CHA 
Stop BSI learning community. 
 
The third cohort will begin with an immersion period where teams can listen in to the national all-team calls led by Dr. Peter 
Pronovost and his team of experts.  These calls will familiarize teams with the project scope, provide education on the Science 
of Safety, and offer a foundation on which to begin, or expand, their current work in the areas of standardizing central line care, 
and improving the Culture of Safety in their ICUs. 
 
Immersion Calls for Cohort 3 will begin Tuesday, February 2, 2010.  If you would like to receive the Cohort 3 conference call 
schedule, or are interested in learning more about the project, please contact Alison Hong, MD at hong@chime.org. 
 
 

2010 CHA Healthcare Executive Summit Features Ron Galloway, the Geisinger Health System, and 
the Advisory Board on Tuesday, January 26, 2010 
 
Co-sponsored with the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives, renowned national speaker Ron Galloway will 
provide fast-paced and fascinating insight on the top trends changing healthcare delivery, including the impact Walmart and its 
immense scale will have on the entire healthcare industry.  In addition, Bruce Hamory, M.D., CMO Emeritus, Geisinger Health 
System, will present Improving Reliability in Healthcare and Terry Nichols, Director, The Advisory Board Company, will discuss 
Weathering the Storm—Creating Focus and Stability During Turbulent Times. 
 
The Connecticut Hospital Association is an Approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 
Association, an Accredited Approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (5.0 contact 
hours). The John D. Thompson Hospice Institute for Education, Training and Research, Inc. designates this educational activity 
for a maximum of 5.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.  As an independent chartered Chapter of the American College of 
Healthcare Executives, the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives is authorized to award 4.25 hours of Category II 
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continuing education credit toward advancement or recertification in the ACHE. 

 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.; the program is from 8:45 – 3:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
 
 

Smart Moves Forum Returns to CHA on February 26, 2010 
 

 
 
The 2010 Smart Moves Forum will be held at CHA on Friday, February 26.  Nancy Hughes, Director of the Center for 
Occupational and Environmental Health at the American Nurses Association will deliver the keynote address.  Other informative 
presentations will include transitioning from hospital to homecare and tips for safe patient handling in long-term care.   
 
The Governor has declared the week beginning February 21 as Safe Patient Handling Week in Connecticut.  This week 
provides hospitals the opportunity to host programs promoting safe patient handling and conduct other activities to observe the 
week in their communities.  
 
To register for the forum, or to obtain more information, please click here. 
 
 

Haitian Earthquake Relief: How You Can Help 

 

With an estimated death toll exceeding 50,000 and more than three million persons affected, the Haitian earthquake has 
inflicted misery of epic proportions.  Aid groups are rushing supplies and equipment to the beleaguered island nation as 
Americans rally with financial support for relief efforts. 
 
Hospitals well know how to respond at times of crisis, especially when so many innocent lives hang in the balance.  Should you 
seek to donate time, money, supplies or equipment, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is one organization 
you might consider.  Please visit http://www.usaid.gov/locations/latin_america_caribbean/country/haiti/eq/ for more information.  
Thank you for your efforts to help at this time of dire need for Haiti. 
 

 

CHA to Host Changes in CPT/HCPCS for 2010 on Monday, January 25, 2010 
 
CPT and HCPCS codes are the primary codes that describe individual hospital services that are billed to all payers.  These 
code sets go through annual revisions with codes that are added, deleted, or revised.  There are 1,127 code changes for 2010: 
381 new codes, 127 deleted codes, and 619 codes with revised descriptions.   
 
The workshop will comment on code changes in the CPT and HCPCS code ranges, address “adjunct” codes, “resequenced” 
codes, new G-codes for new Medicare programs, the loss of all consultation codes for Medicare physician billing, and other key 
issues for both CPT and HCPCS codes.  Each program participant will receive a comprehensive manual that outlines all the 
key code changes in 2010.  The manual includes an itemized table that shows all added, deleted, or revised CPT or HCPCS 
codes for 2010.  Deleted codes will list cross-reference codes where possible and revised codes will list the content of the 
revision.  Bob Masters, nationally recognized as an expert in Medicare billing and a frequent CHA speaker, will present the 
program.  
 
As an independent chartered Chapter of the American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), the Connecticut Association 
of Healthcare Executives is authorized to award 3.5 hours of Category II continuing education credit toward advancement or 
recertification in the ACHE.  Participants in this program who wish to have it considered for Category II (non-ACHE) credit 
should list their attendance when they apply to the American College of Healthcare Executives for advancement or 
recertification. 
  
Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
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CHA to Host Quality Improvement Through Data Analysis on Thursday, January 28, 2010 
 
Demands for measuring healthcare outcomes and implementing evidence-based medicine continue to increase.  This session 
will focus on how understanding, collecting, analyzing, and effectively using data helps healthcare professionals understand 
operations, determine where process improvement is needed, and helps guide decision-making.  The program will demystify 
the use of control and run charts, statistical process control, and other tools that help staff drive quality improvement.  The 
program will be presented by Brian Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice President of Quality and Patient Safety for CHA. 
 

Connecticut Hospital Association is an Approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the Connecticut Nurses’ 

Association, an Accredited Approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. This 

program is pending approval of Category II credit through American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), and the activity 

was submitted to the National Association of Healthcare Quality for CPHQ CE credit. 

 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 – 3:15 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
 

 

Emergency Preparedness — Standards of Care During Prolonged Health Emergencies to be Held 
at CHA on Thursday, February 4, 2010 
 
CHA, in collaboration with the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH), will host a full-day conference for hospital and 
healthcare executives, administrators, and all clinical and professional staff, to discuss issues and address questions related to 
the provision of care during prolonged public health emergencies.  The target audience includes: CEOs, COOs, CMOs, 
physician executives, patient care executives, emergency department directors and nurses, hospital disaster coordinators, and 
all healthcare leaders and professionals who would provide care during a prolonged health emergency.  There is no charge for 
those attending this program. 
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.; the program is from 8:45 – 3:30 p.m.  For more information, please 
contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or prestiano@chime.org. 
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