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U.S. Senator Christopher Dodd Won’t Seek Reelection 
 

On Wednesday, January 6, Democratic U.S. Senator 
Christopher Dodd announced that he would not seek 
reelection.  First elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1974, Senator Dodd served the 2

nd
 

Congressional District for three terms until being elected to 
the U.S. Senate in 1980.  Senator Dodd serves as the Chair 
of the Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and 
has been an influential force in the current debate over 
healthcare reform, having served as the acting Chair of the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee 
during the late Senator Kennedy‘s absence last year.   
 
Shortly after Senator Dodd‘s press conference, Connecticut 

Attorney General Richard Blumenthal announced that he will seek the Democratic 
nomination for the seat.  Blumenthal, a Greenwich resident, has been Connecticut's 
Attorney General since 1990.  He served in the state legislature from 1984 to 1990 and 
also worked as an aide to former U.S. Senator Abraham Ribicoff.  Attorney General 
Blumenthal will join previously announced Democratic candidate, Merrick Alpert, and 
Republican candidates, former U.S. Congressman Rob Simmons, Fairfield County 
businesswoman, Linda McMahon, and financial news commentator, Peter Shiff.  
 
 

Governor Rell Assembles Panel to Review Federal Healthcare 
Reform 
  
On Saturday, January 2, Governor M. Jodi Rell announced that she is assembling a healthcare reform ―Rapid Review‖ panel to 
start working shortly before the federal healthcare reform bill is final and to continue working when and if the bill is passed.  The 
panel will be led by Cristine Vogel, Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Public Health (DPH), and will include 
representatives from DPH, the Department of Social Services, the Department of Insurance, the Office of Policy and 
Management, hospitals, physicians, and small and large employers who may see significant tax consequences under the bill. 
 
The panel will assess whether the coverage in the federal bill is affordable to families and individuals; the adequacy of the 
state‘s healthcare technology and data information systems; the effect of any policy change on the state economy and jobs; and 
available actuarial analyses for different groups of uninsured. 
  
―We must understand exactly how our patients, our medical community, our state-subsidized health plans and the insurance 
companies that call Connecticut home will be affected if this becomes the law of the land,‖ Governor Rell said. ―This team wi ll 
track the bill during the ‗conference‘ process, when the differing House and Senate versions are combined, to identify any areas 
that may be troublesome and to engage our Congressional delegation in fixing the problems.  As the bill moves toward final 
form and an up-or-down vote, they also will help us target specific actions we need to take as a state to be ready to implement 
any coming changes.‖ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



2010 CHA Healthcare Executive Summit Features Ron Galloway, the Geisinger Health System, and 
the Advisory Board on Tuesday, January 26, 2010 
 

Co-sponsored with the Connecticut Association of Healthcare Executives, renowned national 
speaker Ron Galloway will provide fast-paced and fascinating insight on the top trends 
changing healthcare delivery, including the impact Walmart and its immense scale will have 
on the entire healthcare industry.  In addition, Bruce Hamory, M.D., CMO Emeritus, 
Geisinger Health System, will present Improving Reliability in Healthcare and Terry Nichols, 
Director, The Advisory Board Company, will discuss Weathering the Storm—Creating Focus 
and Stability During Turbulent Times. 
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.; the program is from 8:45 – 3:00 p.m.  
Click here to register.  For more information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, 
Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or prestiano@chime.org. 

 

 

CHA to Host Changes in CPT/HCPCS for 2010 on Monday, January 25, 2010 
 

CPT and HCPCS codes are the primary codes that describe individual hospital services that are billed to all payers.  These 
code sets go through annual revisions with codes that are added, deleted, or revised.  There are 1,127 code changes for 2010: 
381 new codes, 127 deleted codes, and 619 codes with revised descriptions.   
  
The workshop will comment on code changes in the CPT and HCPCS code ranges, address ―adjunct‖ codes, ―resequenced‖ 
codes, new G-codes for new Medicare programs, the loss of all consultation codes for Medicare physician billing, and other key 
issues for both CPT and HCPCS codes.  Each program participant will receive a comprehensive manual that outlines all the 
key code changes in 2010.  The manual includes an itemized table that shows all added, deleted, or revised CPT or HCPCS 
codes for 2010.  Deleted codes will list cross-reference codes where possible and revised codes will list the content of the 
revision.  Bob Masters, nationally recognized as an expert in Medicare billing and a frequent CHA speaker, will present the 
program.  
  
As an independent chartered Chapter of the American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), the Connecticut Association 
of Healthcare Executives is authorized to award 3.5 hours of Category II continuing education credit toward advancement or 
recertification in the ACHE.  Participants in this program who wish to have it considered for Category II (non-ACHE) credit 
should list their attendance when they apply to the American College of Healthcare Executives for advancement or 
recertification. 
  
Registration and breakfast are from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m.; the program is from 8:30 – 12:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
 

 
CHA to Host Quality Improvement Through Data Analysis on Thursday, January 28, 2010 
 
Demands for measuring healthcare outcomes and implementing evidence-based medicine continue to increase.  This session 
will focus on how understanding, collecting, analyzing, and effectively using data helps healthcare professionals understand 
operations, determine where process improvement is needed, and helps guide decision-making.  The program will demystify 
the use of control and run charts, statistical process control, and other tools that help staff drive quality improvement.  The 
program will be presented by Brian Fillipo, M.D., M.M.M., F.A.C.P., Vice President of Quality and Patient Safety for CHA. 
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.; the program is from 9:00 – 3:15 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org. 
 
 

Emergency Preparedness — Standards of Care During Prolonged Health Emergencies to be Held 
at CHA on Thursday, February 4, 2010 
 
CHA, in collaboration with the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH), will host a full-day conference for hospital and 
healthcare executives, administrators, and all clinical and professional staff, to discuss issues and address questions related to 
the provision of care during prolonged public health emergencies.  The target audience includes: CEOs, COOs, CMOs, 
physician executives, patient care executives, emergency department directors and nurses, hospital disaster coordinators, and 
all healthcare leaders and professionals who would provide care during a prolonged health emergency.  There is no charge for 
those attending this program. 
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mailto:prestiano@chime.org
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Registration and breakfast are from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.; the program is from 8:45 – 3:30 p.m.  For more information, please 
contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or prestiano@chime.org. 
 
 

CHA to Host Symposium on Reducing Heart Failure Readmissions on Friday, February 12, 2010 
 
Join colleagues from across the state as CHA and Qualidigm co-sponsor this important patient safety symposium.  Healthcare 
professionals from all disciplines are encouraged to attend this program, which will also serve as a kick-off event for the 2010 
statewide collaborative—Reducing Heart Failure Readmissions.  
 
Every year, nearly 5 million people in the U.S. experience heart failure, which can significantly affect a person‘s ability to 
function in daily life, and it is the leading cause of hospitalization and readmission among older Americans.  There is strong 
evidence that heart failure re-hospitalizations can be significantly reduced. The collaborative will help participating organizations 
standardize processes related to: providing evidence-based care to patients with heart failure; enhancing the admission 
assessment for post-discharge needs; engaging patients and their families as active partners in care; patient and family-
centered hand-off communication; medication reconciliation, adherence, and safety; and post-acute care follow-up. 
 
Stephen Jencks, MD, MPH, Independent Consultant in Healthcare Safety and Quality, and Senior Fellow at the Institute for 
Healthcare Improvement, and Jason Ryan, MD, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Cardiology Division, University of Connecticut 
Health Center, will be the speakers.  Additional speakers will be announced at a later date. 
 
Because the symposium serves as the first learning session for the statewide collaborative, collaborative teams will have a pre-
symposium session beginning at 7:30 a.m. and a closing workshop that will conclude at 4:45 p.m.  
 
Registration and breakfast are from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.; the symposium is from 9:00 – 2:00 p.m.  Click here to register.  For more 
information, please contact Christine Prestiano, Coordinator, Education and Sponsorship Services at (203) 294-7257 or 
prestiano@chime.org.  
 
 

Best wishes for a New Year of Health and Happiness from CHA! 
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