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January 7, 2005

Norwalk Hospital 
Nursing Unit Wins 
National Award 
 
CDC:  Flu Activity 
“Regional” in 
Connecticut 
 
2005 CHA Leadership 
Summit to Feature 
Emily Friedman, Scott 
Wallace 
2005 Legislative Session Begins 

he 2005 Regular Session of the 
onnecticut General Assembly opened
ednesday at 10:00 a.m. with a 

chedule of mostly ceremonial activities, 
cluding the swearing in of legislators, 
e adoption of the Joint Rules (the 
les under which the legislature will 

perate during the next two years), 
nd an address by Governor M. Jodi 
ell.   

or the first time since replacing former
overnor John G. Rowland this 

ummer, Governor Rell addressed a 
int session of the House and Senate, 
rging legislators to “be bold,” to avoid 
artisan posturing and political sniping, 
nd to solve long-standing social, 
conomic, and educational problems, 
cluding the state’s medical malpractice 
risis.   

overnor Rell acknowledged the 
ignificant fiscal challenges facing the 
eneral Assembly during this year’s 
udget session, noting that the state 
udget for the next fiscal year currently 
xceeds the spending cap by $800 
illion, with a projected deficit of $1.3 
illion.   

he leadership of both chambers of 
e legislature was also formally 

stablished, with Senator Donald 
illiams (D- Danielson) being sworn in 
r a full two-year term as President 
ro Tempore of the Senate, and 
epresentative James Amann (D-
ilford) being sworn in as Speaker of 
e House of Representatives, 

ucceeding Speaker Moira K. Lyons, 
ho did not seek reelection to the 
ouse.   
As always, CHA will have an active 
voice during the session, seeking fair, 
adequate, and timely hospital reim-
bursement, medical liability system 
reform, mental health system reform, 
support for healthcare workforce 
development, and support for 
measures that benefit and improve 
public health.   
 
 

Bush Reiterates Support of 
Medical Liability Reform Measures

 
In a speech in Madison County, Illinois 
this week, President Bush pushed for a 
national $250,000 cap on non-economic
damages in medical malpractice 
cases, a position consistent with his 
previous efforts to address the medical 
malpractice crisis from a federal 
perspective.   
 
The President’s speech marked the 
beginning of the Administration’s tort 
reform campaign this legislative 
session, one of his second-term 
priorities.  "America's healthcare 
professionals should be focused on 
fighting illnesses, not on fighting 
lawsuits," he said.  
 
The medical liability system reform 
debate in Washington is once again 
predicted to be contentious, prolonged, 
and partisan.  CHA will work with the 
American Hospital Association (AHA) 
to support federal reform efforts, while 
advocating for reform of Connecticut’s 
medical liability system this session, 
with the particular objective of 
addressing the increasing cost of 
medical liability insurance and 
supporting a reasonable limitation on 
non-economic damages. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2005/01/20050105-4.html
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Norwalk Hospital Nursing Unit 
Wins National Award 

ican Association of Critical-Care Nurses 
s named Norwalk Hospital’s intensive care 
c care unit as recipient of the association’s 
ard, which recognizes the nation's top 

e units.   

, which was created in 1969 to provide 
to nurses in the specialty field of critical care, 
 its Beacon Award for Critical Care 
 in 2003.  According to Association 

Kathy McCauley, Norwalk Hospital’s critical 
as chosen because it met the Beacon 
fty standards for nurse recruitment and 
staff training, a “healthy work environment,” 
rship. 

t news article on the award, Norwalk 
resident Geoffrey Cole said the hospital was 
 critical care unit’s award, which staff will 
ay at the AACN’s 2005 national conference 

leans.  "They (the critical care unit staff) are 
g individuals who are committed to 
xceptional care for patients and their 
ole said. 

s the second time a Norwalk Hospital 
it has received national recognition within 

2 months.  In April 2004, the hospital’s 
 and neurological nursing unit was named 

ursing team in New England by Advance for 
national trade magazine. 

Flu Activity “Regional” in Connecticut 
 

atest Centers for Disease Control & 
 (CDC) weekly influenza summary update, 

ut and Massachusetts were among nearly a 
es reporting regional influenza activity, while 
and Vermont were the only two states 
idespread activity status (see map below). 
AHA:  Cash Donations Best Way for Hospitals, 
Hospital Workers to Aid Tsunami Victims 

 
AHA, which like CHA has been in contact with 
various relief agencies, has also reported that cash 
donations are the most effective way to assist relief 
efforts.  The USA Freedom Corps website has more 
information on agencies accepting donations for 
assistance.   
 
In response to the tragedy, several Connecticut 
physicians and healthcare workers have volun-
teered their services and are currently assisting the 
relief effort in south Asia.    
 
 

2005 CHA Leadership Summit 
to Feature Emily Friedman, Scott Wallace 

 
Some of the nation’s most highly regarded health-
care experts will speak on critical issues affecting 
hospitals at CHA’s 2005 Healthcare Executive 
Summit, which will be held from 8:30 a.m. -  
4:30 p.m. Friday, January 21, 2005.  
 
Designed specifically for Connecticut’s current and 
future healthcare executives, the Healthcare 
Executive Summit will feature presentations on 
various issues integral to the success of hospital 
and health system management, including: 
 
▪ Hospitals Under Fire: Tax-Exempt Status, 

Charity and Community Benefits, and Hospital 
Billing Practices for the Uninsured, presented 
by independent health policy and ethics 
analyst Emily Friedman 

▪ Healthcare IT Becomes a High-Profile 
Legislative Issue, presented by Scott Wallace, 
President and CEO National Alliance for 
Health Information Technology 

▪ Competing on Excellence – Healthcare 
Strategies for a Consumer-Driven Market, 
presented by Alan M. Zuckerman, Director, 
Health Strategies & Solutions  

▪ Financing the Future – Dealing with the 
Capital Crunch, presented by Ann Filiault, 
Director, Healthcare Consulting Practice, 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, LLP 

▪ Clinical Joint Ventures, presented by Steven 
F. Messinger, Principal, ECG Management 
Consultants, Inc. 

  
To register, or for more information on the program, 
visit the education section of the CHA website or 
contact Rhonda Bates at (203) 294-7267 or 
bates@chime.org.  

http://www.usafreedomcorps.gov/
http://www.cthosp.org/occal/EP_chrono.asp
mailto:bates@chime.org

