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Budget Discussions 
Continue in Hartford 

slative leadership and Governor 
d met this week in an attempt 
 an agreement to address this 
ore than $500 million budget 

Negotiations have been difficult
s far legislators and the 
or have been unable to agree 
mpromise budget plan that will 
 revenues, decrease spend-
 obtain union concessions.   

ll continue to stress its position 
 budget agreement must not 

onnecticut hospitals’ already 
frastructure.  It appears 

 that an agreement will be 
 prior to the opening of the 
session on January 8, 2003. 

ning day of the session, which 
 begins at 10:00 a.m., is almost 
completely ceremonial.  The 
 Assembly will meet to swear in 
rs and adopt the Joint Rules, 
re the rules under which the 
ees and the House and Senate 
s will operate during the next 
rs.  Governor Rowland will also 
n in for his third term in a 
eremony, and will address a 
sion of the General Assembly 

p.m.  Each committee will then 
er the course of the week to 
e and begin their work. 

 to Organize Advocacy Day 
ctivities in Washington 

of the final push to convince 
ticut’s congressional delegation
ve provider payment relief 
when the 108th Congress convenes 
this month, CHA, in conjunction with 
the American Hospital Association 
(AHA), is organizing a “Hospital 
Advocacy Day” in Washington for 
Connecticut hospital leaders on 
Thursday, January 9, 2003.   
 
CHA staff and several Connecticut 
hospital representatives will travel to 
Washington to persuade federal law-
makers that Congress must include 
Medicare payment adjustments for 
hospitals in the omnibus appropriations
bill—the bill that is expected to be the 
vehicle that will complete the unfinished 
legislative business of the 107th 
Congress.   
 
 

HIPAA Workshops Scheduled 
for Medicaid Providers 

 
The Department of Social Services 
(DSS) and EDS, the company that 
processes the state’s Medicaid claims, 
will hold two provider workshops on 
the implementation of the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accounta-
bility Act (HIPAA). 
 
The first workshop will be held at CHA 
on Tuesday, January 14, 2003, from 
9:00 a.m. - noon, and the second 
workshop will be held at the Southbury 
Library on Thursday, January 30, 2003, 
from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  The workshops 
will focus on how HIPAA will impact 
areas such as electronic claims sub-
mission, trading partner agreements, 
and remittance advice. 
 
For more information, contact Diane 
Granatuk at 203-294-7284 or 
granatuk@chime.org.  

mailto:granatuk@chime.org
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JCAHO Sets National Patient Safety Goals 

 Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
anizations (JCAHO) issued a press release Monday 
ouncing the January 1, 2003, effective date of its 
 national patient safety goals.  While JCAHO had 
iously announced the patient safety goals imple-
tation date to hospitals in July 2002, Monday’s 

ase was targeted toward the media and the general 
lic rather than providers.   

 press release refers to JCAHO’s six new national 
ent safety goals and lists some of the “required 
ons” that are related to the goals.  Beginning 
uary 1, 2003, compliance with the 11 required 
ons will be surveyed as part of the standard 
HO accreditation process.  Hospitals must either 
onstrate compliance with the required actions or 

e applied for approval of alternative compliance 
s.  The required actions cited in the JCAHO press 
ase are not new to Connecticut hospitals.  In fact, 
t of the required actions listed in the release are 
dard procedure to ensure quality patient care in 
necticut. 

ries of frequently asked questions on the applica-
 of the new patient safety goals, their implementa-

, and how JCAHO surveyors will assess hospitals’ 
pliance with the required actions can be found at 
.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/patient+safety

g/faqs+about+national+patient+safety+goals.htm.   

 
CDC Reports More Children 

Covered by Health Insurance 

lf million more children were covered by health 
rance midway through 2002 than were covered a 
r earlier, according to a Centers for Disease 
trol and Prevention (CDC) report issued this week. 

 report found that the percentage of children under 
 17 without health insurance declined to 9.8 
ent in the first half of 2002 from 13.9 percent in 

7.  Reliance on government-sponsored coverage 
the State Children's Health Insurance Program 
HIP) increased at about 21 percent per year 
een 1997 and 2000, then jumped by 23.4 percent 

001 and 27.2 percent in 2002.   

ublic coverage increased, the percentage of 
ren covered under private plans declined to 64.5 
ent in 2002 from 67.1 percent in 2001.  The report 
 said 4.6 million children were covered by SCHIP 
001, the latest year for which complete state data 
vailable. 
CHA to Offer Education Programs on 
Managing Information Overload, Stress 

ill offer a five-part “TeleSeminar” series to help 
care professionals cope with the seemingly 
ountable—and ever increasing—amount of 
ation they are required to process on a daily 
 

odular series, titled Conquering Information 
ad, will bring the programs directly to CHA 
ers’ desks beginning this month.  All five install-
 of the series are accessible via telephone, and 
 held from 12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. to maximize 
 & learn” potential. 

st installment of the program, Staying Current in
e of Information Overload, will be held Thursday, 
ry 16, 2003.  Participants in this 90-minute 
n will learn how to manage their reading time 

staying current with new information.  The 
ing installments in the series are: 

eed Reading Quickie - January 30, 2003; 

rviving E-mail: Strategies for Managing and 
oking Good - February 13, 2003; 

e 28-Hour Day:  How to Get 4 More Hours in 
ur Day - Thursday, February 27, 2003, and  

mplify Your Overload Life - Thursday, March 13, 
03. 

ition to information overload, coping with stress 
 on the list of challenges faced by today’s 
care professionals, causing many to question 
kills and abilities to meet the demands placed 
hem.  To help its members put things in a 
, more manageable perspective, CHA will offer 
-Fashioned Stress Management Program:  
anagement Strategies in Stressful Times on 
ay, January 14, 2003, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

rogram will provide participants with a number 
ven strategies for managing stress and getting 
n touch with their personal priorities and dealing 
eir professional and personal life more 
rtably. 

ister, or for more information on either the 
 management program or the TeleSeminar 
, go to the education section of the CHA Web 
 www.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm or 
t Rhonda Bolduc at 203-294-7267 or 
@chime.org.  

http://www.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/patient+safety/npsg/faqs+about+national+patient+safety+goals.htm
http://www.jcaho.org/accredited+organizations/patient+safety/npsg/faqs+about+national+patient+safety+goals.htm
http://www.cthosp.org/educational_program.htm
mailto:bolduc@chime.org

